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1 St Phillip’s Christian College – Additional Information Request 

NSW RFS  
Headquarters 
15 Carter Street 
Lidcombe NSW 2141 

ATTENTION: EMMA JENSEN 

Dear Emma,    

RE: PROPOSED SENIOR SCHOOL BUILDING, ST PHILIPS CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE, PORT STEPHENS 

Please find herewith additional information as requested in the NSW Rural Fire 
Service (RFS) letter dated the 12 January 2018.  

The NSW RFS additional information requested is in BOLD with the response 
following:  

The submitted bush fire report references pre-DA advice relating to a proposal 
for 'change rooms and amenities and maintenance building'. NSW RFS records 
show that the advice provided stated that 'APZs for SFPP infill and SFPP 
(10kW/m2) are to be demonstrated as applicable to the development'. The 
development subject to this referral exceeds the extent of works discussed in 
the pre-DA meeting and the application has failed to demonstrate that 
compliant APZs have been provided. 

A pre-DA meeting was undertaken at the NSW RFS Headquarters on the 26 April 
2016, in attendance at that meeting was Sarah Jones (Firebird ecoSultants), 
Ian Easton (Ian Easton Architects), Joshua Calandra (RFS), Development 
Assessment and Planning Officer) and Jason Maslen (RFS, Team Leader, 
Development Assessment and Planning). The purpose of this meeting was 
to discuss the compliance with APZs for Special Fire Protection Purpose (SFPP) 
Infill development in relation to the proposed development.  Proposed Plan No. R3 
dated the 9/3/2016 that showed the Stage, Change Rooms, and Maintenance 
workshop as well as the proposed Senior School Building that incorporated the 
classrooms and training centre were presented at the meeting. Refer to Appendix 
A for Proposed Plan 425-S01R3 dated the 9/3/2016. As can be seen from the 
previous plans and the new plans for the Senior School Building designed by Shac 
Architects that were submitted as part of the DA (refer to Appendix B for Proposed 
Plans as part of this DA) the proposed development is not different in terms of the 
extent of works, and in fact the scope of works have been reduced.  

The outcome of the Pre-DA meeting was that the proposal was to be treated as 
SFPP Infill development in accordance with Planning for Bushfire Protection (RFS, 
2006) and that the proposed additions are an extension of the existing school 
facilities and the proposed buildings are not to exceed the line of the existing 
development towards the hazard. Shac Architects have located the proposed Senior 
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Building to meet this requirement.  Refer to Figure 1-1 Site Map that shows that the 
proposed buildings are no closer to the hazard than the existing buildings. 

In order for the NSW RFS to further considered that proposal additional 
information is required in relating to how the proposed works comply with the 
relevant provisions Section 4.2.4 (a) of Planning for Bush Fire Protection (PBP)  

Please refer to Table 1-1 Bushfire Threat Assessment showing compliance with 
Section 4.2.4 (a) being Table A2.6 of APZ for SFPP in Bush fire Prone Areas and 
Figure 1-1 detailing the vegetation and APZ distances.   

Table 1-1 Bushfire Threat Assessment  

Direction 
from 

Proposed 
Building 

Vegetation 
Type 

within 
140m of 

the 
proposed 
building 

Slope 

Distance 
Vegetation 

is from 
proposed 
Building 

Distance 
from the 
existing 

buildings 

APZ 
Required in 
accordance 
PBP 2006 

Compliance 
with Table 

A.2.6 of
PBP 2006 

North 
N/A –
existing 
development  

N/A – 
developed 
Land 

N/A – 
developed 
Land 

N/A – 
developed 
Land 

N/A Complies 

East  

Forested 
Wetland Flat >52m <50m 50m Complies 

Open Forest Flat / 
upslope >60m <60m 60m Complies 

South Forested 
Wetland  Flat >60m >60m 50m Complies 

West 

Forested 
Wetland and 
Scrub for the 
purposes of 
this 
assessment 
the highest 
fuel load of 
Forested 
wetland has 
been used 

Flat >54m

28m 45m from 
Scrub 

50m 
Forested 
Wetland 

Complies 

Given, the information in the above table the APZs comply with Section 4.2.4 (a) of 
PBP 2006.  
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It has been shown that the proposal relies upon the management of extensive 
APZ outside of the subject site on the basis of the provisions of the Deed of 
Commercial Licence, between St Philip's Christian Education Foundation Ltd 
TIA St Philip's Christian College, Port Stephens and Port Stephens Council, 
provided with the new information. A preliminary review of the document 
provided shows that no direct reference provisions for the management of 
APZs within the subject land. Furthermore, the document also states that no 
alterations or additions to the land (premises) can be undertaken without Port 
Stephens Council's consent. No information regarding this consent has been 
provided with the new information. 

A separate Development Application for a new 164 space carpark, fire trail, and 
extension to a sports field, has been approved by Council (DA 16-2016-770-2) refer 
to Appendix D for DA for the carpark, fire trail and sports field. A licence agreement 
with Port Stephens Council for this land has also been implemented refer to Deed of 
Commercial in Appendix E. This DA and Licence allows all vegetation on the land as 
per Annexure B of the Deed of Commercial Licence (refer to Appendix E) to be 
removed and for this land to be developed with the abovementioned infrastructure. 
No vegetation will be reinstated in this area and will remain cleared following the 
construction of the approved works. This area is also depicted on Figure 1-1 Site 
Map.   

It is also noted that a Licence Agreement (Refer to Appendix F) with Crown lands 
adjoining the St Phillips Childcare Centre at Salamander Bay (Lot 533 DP822120) is 
also established that ensures the management of this land. Refer to Appendix F for 
the Crown Licence. The NSW RFS was consulted in regards to the conditions for the 
licence over the Crown Land and stated the following:  

NSW RFS would be satisfied that the condition would be met by the proposed 
licence wording for the reasons you set out. The conditions of the consent would 
oblige the proponent to undertake the agreed maintenance of the land to APZ 
standards. 

Refer to Appendix G for correspondence from the NSW RFS. 

In accordance with PBP 2006, formal mechanisms are required to be put in 
place to ensure the ongoing provision of APZs of this nature in perpetuity. As 
such, the applicant needs to liaise with the land owner/public land manager of 
the land surrounding the site establish these APZs in accordance with Table 
A2.6 of PBP 2006. This will provide a significantly better permanent outcome 
for the school. 

As stated in the above response the Licence Area within Lot 21 DP 1044009 will be 
comprised of a carpark, fire trail and sports field as per DA (DA 16-2016-770-2). All 
vegetation within this area will be removed for the construction of the fire trail, sports 
field and carpark. This fire trail, sports field and the carpark will ensure that the land 
is permanently managed and clear of vegetation.  Therefore, this area is considered 
managed land as part of the proposed works.   A letter from the Land Owner being 
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Port Stephens Council stating that this land will be permanently managed is 
contained in Appendix H.  

We trust that the additional information provided and response to your request for 
additional information is satisfactory and allows you to finalise your assessment and 
issue a Bushfire Safety Approval (BFSA) for the proposed development.  

However, should you have any questions in relation to the contents of this submission or 
would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any of the above matters further, please do 
not hesitate to contact the undersigned 

Yours faithfully 
Firebird EcoSultants Pty Ltd 

Sarah Jones 
B.Env.Sc., G.DIP.DBPA (Design for Bushfire Prone Areas)
Ecologist / Bushfire Planner
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Appendix A – Pre-Da Meeting Notes 
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Appendix B – Plan 425-S01R3 dated the 9/3/2016 that was presented at the 
PRE DA meeting  
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Appendix C – Proposed Development Plans by Shac Architects submitted as part of 
this DA 
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Appendix D – DA for the Car Park (St Phillips Christian College) – Amendment to 
remove Deferred Commencement condition and the timing of credit retirements 
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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF MODIFIED DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
 
Development consent 16-2016-770-1 is modified by 16-2016-770-2 subject to the 
conditions in Schedule 1. 
 
Notice is hereby made under Section 80(1) of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, NSW (the Act) of a Development Consent issued under Section 
80 of the Act, for the development described below.  The consent should be read in 
conjunction with the conditions contained in Schedule 1 and the notes contained in 
Schedule 2.   

Determination Outcome: Approval, subject to amended conditions 

APPLICATION DETAILS 

Original Application No: 16-2016-770-1 

Section 96 Application No: 16-2016-770-2 

Property Address: LOT: 21 DP: 1044009, LOT: 23 DP: 
1044009, LOT: 1 DP: 847022 

100 Salamander Way SALAMANDER 
BAY, 174A Salamander Way 
SALAMANDER BAY, 176 Salamander 
Way SALAMANDER BAY 

Description of Development: Car Park (St Phillips Christian College) 
– Amendment to remove Deferred 
Commencement condition and the 
timing of credit retirements. 

Date of original determination: 13 June 2017 

Date from which the consent operates: 13 June 2017 

Date of S96 Modification Determination: 12 December 2017 

Date on which the consent shall lapse: 
(unless physical commencement has occurred) 

14 June 2022 

 
 
MR R J LOURENS 
Senior Development Planner 
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REASONS WHY THE CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN IMPOSED 

These conditions are required to: 
• prevent, minimise, and/or offset adverse environmental impacts including

economic and social impacts;
• set standards and performance measures for acceptable environmental

performance;
• require regular monitoring and reporting; and
• provide for the ongoing environmental management of the development.

CONDITIONS THAT IDENTIFY APPROVED PLANS AND LIMITATIONS OF 
CONSENT 

1. The development must be carried out in accordance with the plans and
documentation listed below and endorsed with Council's stamp, except where
amended by other conditions of this consent or as noted in red by Council on the
approved plans:

Plan/Doc.Title Plan Ref. Date Drawn By 

Proposed Car Parking Area & 
Playground Extension 

(1 Sheet) 

425-
S01R10 

23/03/2017 Ian Easton Architect 

Proposed Carpark 

(1 Sheet) 

US 60306 
LP.01B 

May 2016 
Forum Urban Sanctum 
Landscape Design 

In the event of any inconsistency between conditions of this consent and the 
drawings/documents referred to above, the conditions of this consent prevail.  If 
there is any inconsistency between the plans and documentation referred to above 
the most recent document shall prevail to the extent of any inconsistency. 

2. A Construction Certificate is required prior to commencement of works approved
by this application. The person having the benefit of this consent must appoint a
principal certifying authority. If Council is not appointed as the Principal Certifying
Authority then Council must be notified of who has been appointed.  Note: at least
two (2) days’ notice must be given to Council of intentions to start works approved
by this application.

CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED PRIOR TO DEMOLITION, EXCAVATION OR 
CONSTRUCTION 

3. Prior to the commencement of works, the person having the benefit of this
consent must submit to Council’s Natural Resources Management Unit a
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for approval. The CEMP
shall be prepared by a suitably qualified company or equivalent.

SCHEDULE 1 
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The CEMP must include measures to protect, enhance and manage the ecological 
values of the adjacent adjoining biobank site including management of retained 
vegetation, koala habitat, waterbodies, weed management and bushfire hazard 
management.  

The CEMP shall include the following: 

a. exclusion fencing or similar to minimise clearance of native vegetation within
the buffer area to the wetland, to define the ‘no go’ area, and to protect native
vegetation within 100 Salamander Way biobank site

b. erosion and sediment control to manage exposed soil surfaces and
stockpiles to prevent sediment discharge into waterways and adjoining native
vegetation within 100 Salamander Way biobank site

c. Strategies for restoration of exposed soils including commencing
revegetation as soon as practicable, use of brush and encouragement of
natural regeneration from the soil seed bank,

d. proposed weed control methods;
e. where planting is required, detail of the proposed species, planting densities

and source of planting stock and mulch;
f. pre-clearance surveys by a suitably qualified ecologist including marking of

all koala feed trees
g. pre-felling procedures – all potential koala feed trees must be checked to

ensure that no koalas are present prior to felling. If any koalas are present,
clearing must cease until the koala has moved on

h. Documentary evidence of this pre-clearance faunal survey and any
recommendations are to be provided to and acknowledged by Council’s
Natural Resources Management Unit

i. If the pre-clearance fauna survey identifies there are threatened species
inhabiting a tree flagged for removal; all clearing works shall cease until a
Plan of Management for the relocation of the species has been approved by
Council’s Natural Resources Management Unit in consultation with the Office
of Environment and Heritage.

4. Prior to the commencement of works, erosion and sediment control measures
shall be put in place to prevent the movement of soil by wind, water or vehicles
onto any adjoining property, drainage line, easement, natural watercourse, reserve
or road surface, in accordance with Managing Urban Stormwater – Soils and
Construction, Volume 1 (Landcom, 2004).

5. Prior to the commencement of works, a waste containment facility is to be
established on site. The facility is to be regularly emptied, and maintained for the
duration of works. No rubbish shall be stockpiled in a manner which facilitates the
rubbish to be blown or washed off site. The site shall be cleared of all building
refuse and spoil immediately upon completion of the development.
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CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF THE CONSTRUCTION 
CERTIFICATE 
 
6. A monetary contribution is to be paid to Council, pursuant to section 80A(1) of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the Port Stephens Section 
94A Development Contributions Plan, related to the Capital Investment Value 
(CIV) of the development as determined in accordance with clause 25j of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 and outlined in the 
table below. 

Capital Investment Value Levy Rate (% of CIV) 

Up to and including $100,000 Nil 
More than $100,000 and up to and including 

$200,000 
0.5% 

More than $200,000 1% 

The payment of the S94A contribution is to be accompanied by a Cost Summary 
Report Form (attached) setting out an estimate of the CIV in accordance with 
Schedule 1 of the Port Stephens Section 94A Development Contributions Plan, 
must be approved by Council prior to issue of the Construction Certificate.  Where 
the estimated cost of carrying out the whole of the development is more than 
$1,000,000, the Cost Summary Report Form must be completed by a Quantity 
Surveyor who is a registered Associate member or above, of the Australian 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors. This condition cannot be taken to be satisfied until 
a payment has been made in accordance with the CIV stated on a cost summary 
report submitted to Council in accordance with this condition. 
 
Payment of the above amount shall apply to Development Applications as follows: 
 
Building work only - prior to issue of the Construction Certificate. 

 
7. Prior to the issue of a Construction Certificate, a geotechnical assessment of the 

site is to be undertaken to determine whether the development works will disturb 
Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS). Should ASS be encountered within the zone of works an 
ASS Management Plan is to be prepared by a suitably qualified engineer and 
submitted to the Certifying Authority for approval. The recommendations and/or 
mitigation measures contained within the Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS) Management 
Plan shall be complied with during works.  

 
8A. Evidence that the required biobank credits, for impacts on ecological values 

resulting from vegetation removal, have been retired must be submitted to the 
Certifying Authority prior to issue of the Occupation Certificate. 

 
9. The shared vehicle driveways, internal traffic aisles, pick up and drop off areas 

shall have a width to cater for design vehicle paths determined by Australian 
Standard AS2890 into and out of assigned parking spaces. This requirement will 
be met by providing vehicle swept paths utilising the 85th percentile turning circle 
as outlined in AS 2890.1: Off-street Car Parking. Additional vehicle swept paths 
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are required for the proposed bus route utilising turning circles for the 14.5m rigid 
bus turning templates.  

A Construction Certificate cannot be issued until full details of the driveway 
and internal traffic aisles have been supplied to the Certifying Authority for 
assessment and determined to be satisfactory by the Certifying Authority. 

10. The driveways, carparks and other ground level hardstand areas shall be graded
to the street drainage network where practical or so that water runoff is shed to the
approved stormwater drainage system. All ground surface collected stormwater
overflows shall be dispersed as sheet flow at ground level in a manner that does
not create concentrated or nuisance flows for nearby buildings or neighbouring
properties.

The Construction Certificate cannot be issued until full details of 
driveway/carpark/hardstand area grading are provided to the Certifying Authority 
for assessment and determined to be satisfactory by the Certifying Authority. 

11. The proposed permeable paving system, shall be installed, as per the
manufacturer’s specifications, across all approved hardstand areas in accordance
with the approved plans. The permeable paving system shall be constructed and
maintained so as to ensure permeability, allowing stormwater to infiltrate across its
service, for the life of the development.

The Construction Certificate cannot be issued until full details of permeable 
paving methods are provided to the Certifying Authority for assessment and 
determined to be satisfactory by the Certifying Authority. 

12. The following details of the stormwater drainage system conveyed to a Council
approved point of discharge, are required prior to the issue of any Construction
Certificate:

a. A detailed on site infiltration plan shall be prepared by a suitably qualified and
experienced engineer to adequately infiltrate ground surface collected
stormwater for all storm events up to and including the 1% Annual
Exceedance Probability (AEP) event.

b. The design shall include details of the location (including levels), type and
size of infiltration/detention systems, orifice, roof guttering (with gutter guards
to prevent blockage), downpipes, pipes, pits and the boundary discharge
point to the public drainage system for any system overflows.

c. Complete design calculations are to be provided demonstrating the system’s
capacity to contain/infiltrate concentrated stormwater run-off, via guttering
and pipes suitably sized, with any emergency overflows to be directed to
adjoining wetland.

13. Detailed engineering plans shall be submitted to Council or an accredited Private
Certifier (with the appropriate category of accreditation) for approval prior to issue
of the Construction Certificate.
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The details shall be in accordance with this consent, the BCA, Council's Design 
and Construction Specifications, policies and standards, as a minimum and 
include but are not limited to: 

 
a. Structural details for any concrete or masonry drainage structures designed 

to withstand loadings from the design vehicle; and 
b. Structural details for boundary retaining walls. 

 
CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED DURING THE DEMOLITION, EXCAVATION AND 
CONSTRUCTION PHASES 

 
14. All civil engineering works shall be carried out in accordance with the Construction 

Certificate and Council's Design and Construction Specification, Policies and 
Standards, to the satisfaction of the Certifying Authority. 
 

15. Construction work that is likely to cause annoyance due to noise is to be restricted 
to the following times: 

 

• Monday to Saturday, 7am to 5pm; 

• no construction work to take place on Sunday or Public Holidays. 
 

When the construction site is in operation the L10 level measured over a period of 
not less than 15 minutes must not exceed the background by more than 10dB(A).  
All possible steps should be taken to silence construction site equipment. 

 
16. It is the responsibility of the applicant to erect a PCA sign (where Council is the 

PCA, the sign is available from Council’s Administration Building at Raymond 
Terrace or the Tomaree Library at Salamander Bay free of charge).  The applicant 
is to ensure the PCA sign remains in position for the duration of works. 

 
17. Civil Works within the development site are subject to: 

 
a. inspection by Council, or the Certifying Authority; 
b. testing by a registered NATA Laboratory; and 
c. Approval by Council or the Certifying Authority at each construction stage as 

determined by Council's Design and Construction Specification, policies and 
standards. 

 
CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED PRIOR TO ISSUE OF AN OCCUPATION 
CERTIFICATE 
 
18. All civil engineering works shall be carried out in accordance with the Construction 

Certificate and Council's Design and Construction Specification, Policies and 
Standards, to the satisfaction of Council or the Certifying Authority prior to issue 
of the Occupation Certificate. 
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19. Submission of Works-As-Executed plans and accompanying report prepared and
certified by a suitability qualified hydraulic engineer confirming all stormwater
drainage systems are constructed in accordance with the approved plan.

Minor variations can be accepted providing they are clearly identified in the report
and the hydraulic engineer certifies that site flow up to the 1% annual exceedance
probability (AEP) rainfall event are conveyed from all roof areas on site to a legal
point of discharge.

An Occupation Certificate cannot be issued until the Works-As-Executed plans
and accompanying reports have been provided to the Certifying Authority for
assessment and determined to be satisfactory by the Certifying Authority.

20. Prior to the issue of a Final Occupation, an Operation and Maintenance Plan
for the stormwater system shall be prepared by a suitably qualified engineer,
detailing a regular maintenance programme for infiltration and pollution control
devices and porous pavements, covering inspection, cleaning and waste disposal,
a copy of which shall be supplied to the owner/operator.

21. Prior to the issue of a Final Occupation, all disturbed public footpath areas shall
be reinstated with graded compacted topsoil and turfed to the satisfaction of
Council. Smooth transitions shall be made with adjoining property frontages and
the top-soiling and grassing extended to suit.

22. Prior to the issue of any Occupation Certificate, 'No Parking' signage is to be
installed at the access to the realigned bushfire trail connecting to the south-
eastern end of the car park. The signage is to be so installed as to ensure access
to the bushfire trail for emergency services vehicles at all time.

23. The applicant shall restore, replace or reconstruct any damaged sections of kerb
and guttering, road pavement, stormwater, or any other public infrastructure
located within the Road Reserve which results from construction activities, as
determined by Council's Development Engineers or Civil Assets Engineer.  The
applicant shall bear all associated costs with restoring the public infrastructure to
satisfaction of the Council.

An Occupancy Certificate shall not be issued until all necessary remediation and
repair works have been completed to the satisfaction of Council.

CONDITIONS TO BE SATISFIED AT ALL TIMES 

24. All ground surface collected stormwater overflows shall be dispersed as sheet flow
at ground level in a manner that does not create concentrated or nuisance flows
for nearby buildings or neighbouring properties.

25. The stormwater system, including any water quality or quantity components, shall
be maintained in perpetuity for the life of the development.
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26. Motor vehicles are only permitted to enter and leave the site in a forward direction. 
On site manoeuvring areas are to be kept clear for this purpose. 
 

27. Fencing around the carpark should not compromise the potential for safe 
movement of koalas across the site. Boundary fences must include either: 

 
a) Fences where the bottom of the fence is a minimum of 200mm above ground 

level that would allow koalas to move underneath; or 
b) Fences that facilitate easy climbing by koalas; for example, sturdy chain 

mesh fences, or solid style fences with timber posts on both sides at regular 
intervals of approximately 20m; or 

c) Open post and rail or post and wire (definitely not barbed wire on the bottom 
strand). 

 
28. The stormwater management and filtration area is to be managed to ensure:  

 
a) no runoff of surface waters into the adjacent biobank site; and 
b) no impact on water quality of receiving waters within the adjacent biobank 

site. 
 
 
 

RIGHT OF APPEAL 
 
If you are dissatisfied with this decision: 
 

• a review of determination can be made under Section 82A of the Act, or 
 

• a right of appeal under Section 97 of the Act can be made to the Land and    
Environment Court within six (6) months from the date on which that application is 
taken to have been determined. 

 
NOTES 
 

• This is not an approval to commence work.  Building works cannot commence until 
a construction certificate is issued by Council or an accredited certifier. 

 

• Consent operates from the determination date. For more details on the date from 
which the consent operates refer to section 83 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 

 

• Development consents generally lapse five years after the determination date, 
however different considerations may apply. For more details on the lapsing date 
of consents refer to section 95 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979. 

 

SCHEDULE 2 
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HOW TO READ MODIFIED CONDITIONS  

The following conventions are used within this modified condition set: 

• New conditions will generally be added to the end of the existing condition set
and will be subsequently numbered. If a condition is added within the existing
condition set, it will be suffixed with the appendage .1. For example if a new
condition is to be added after existing condition 12, the new condition will be
condition 12.1. If a second condition is to be added, it will be condition 12.2 and
so on;

• The condition number of an amended condition is suffixed with the letter A. For
example if condition 4 is amended, it becomes condition 4A. If the condition is
amended a second time, it will become condition 4B and so on; and

• If a condition is deleted, the condition number will remain within the condition set
with only the text ‘CONDITION DELETED UNDER (DA REFERENCE NUMBER)’
shown.

Should you have any questions about how to interpret this modified condition set, 
please contact Council. 
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Appendix E - Licence agreement with Port Stephens Council 
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Appendix F- Licence Agreement Crown lands adjoining the St Phillips Childcare 
Centre at Salamander Bay (Lot 533 DP822120) 
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Appendix G - Correspondence from the NSW RFS 



1

Cindy Dickson

From: Jason Maslen <Jason.Maslen@rfs.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 30 September 2015 3:46 PM

To: Cindy Dickson

Cc: Samuel Harvey; Kalpana Varghese

Subject: RE: Confirmation regarding RFS conditions for licence over Crown Land

Hi Cindy, 

 

Yes I can confirm that the NSW RFS would be satisfied that the condition would be met by the proposed licence 

wording for the reasons you set out.  The conditions of the consent would oblige the proponent to undertake the 

agreed maintenance of the land to APZ standards. 

 

Regards, 

 

Jason 

 

 

Jason Maslen | Acting Team Leader, Development Assessment and Planning | Customer Service Centre 
East 
NSW RURAL FIRE SERVICE 
Headquarters 15 Carter Street Lidcombe NSW 2141 | Locked Bag 17 Granville NSW 2142 
P 1300 679 737  F 02 8867 7983 E Jason.Maslen@rfs.nsw.gov.au 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au | www.facebook.com/nswrfs | www.twitter.com/nswrfs 

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE. 

 

From: Cindy Dickson [mailto:Cindy.Dickson@portstephens.nsw.gov.au]  

Sent: Wednesday, 30 September 2015 3:31 PM 
To: Jason Maslen 

Cc: Samuel Harvey 

Subject: Confirmation regarding RFS conditions for licence over Crown Land 

 

Hi Jason, 
 
As discussed with you a ministerial was received recently by Crown Land (dated 15 September 
2015) relating to a licence application for the Crown Land adjoining the St Phillips Childcare 
Centre at Salamander Bay (Lot 533 DP822120). Council officers were requested today to provide 
urgent comment to Crown Lands in relation to the proposal (our reference DA 16-2013-622-1, 
your reference D13/2465) to enable response to the ministerial by 2 October 2015. 
 
Could you please confirm that the RFS would be satisfied that your conditions (outlined in your 
correspondence dated 16 July 2015) will be complied with as long as the licence from Crown 
Lands requires the land to be maintained in its current state (i.e. mowed grassland).  
 
Therefore as long as the licence gives the proponent the right to go onto the land and maintain it 
that this would be satisfactory and that the licence would not be required to specifically state that it 
was for the purpose of an APZ (as this is tied to the conditions of consent under the development 
application). 
 
Should you wish to discuss further please do not hesitate to contact me on 0419 258 705. 
 
Regards 
__________________________________________________________  
 
Cindy Dickson | Planning and Developer Relations Coordinator  
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***************** Confidentiality and Disclaimer Statement ***************** 

This email and any attachments are intended for the named recipient only and may 

contain private, confidential or legally privileged information as well as copyright 

material. Port Stephens Council does not waive any client legal privilege attaching to 

this email. The information must not be copied, printed, distributed or adapted 

without Council’s consent.  If you are not the intended recipient you must not 

reproduce or distribute any part of this email, disclose its contents to any other 

party, or take any action in reliance on it.  If you have received this email in 

error, please contact the sender immediately and delete the message from your 

computer.   

 

This email does not constitute a representation by the Port Stephens Council unless 

the author is legally entitled to do so. Any email message sent or received by Port 

Stephens Council may need to be disclosed by the Council under the provisions of the 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (NSW). Any email message sent or 

received by Council may be saved in Council’s Electronic Document Management System. 

 

This email and any attachments have been virus scanned however Port Stephens Council 

does not represent or warrant that this communication is secure and free from computer 

viruses or other defects and will not affect your computer.  No liability is accepted 

for any loss or damage resulting from a computer virus, or resulting from a delay or 

defect in transmission of this email or any attached file. This notice should not be 

amended or deleted. 

 
 
RFS Disclaimer: 
This email message, and any files/links transmitted with it, is intended only for the addressee(s) and contains 
information which may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete this 
email and any copies or links to this email completely and immediately from your system. Views expressed in this 
message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of the NSW Rural Fire Service. 
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Appendix H – Letter from Port Stephens Council  
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Port Stephens Council stating that this land will be permanently managed is 
contained in Appendix H.  
 
We trust that the additional information provided and response to your request for 
additional information is satisfactory and allows you to finalise your assessment and 
issue a Bushfire Safety Approval (BFSA) for the proposed development.  
 
However, should you have any questions in relation to the contents of this submission or 
would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any of the above matters further, please do 
not hesitate to contact the undersigned 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
Firebird EcoSultants Pty Ltd 

 
 
Sarah Jones 
B.Env.Sc., G.DIP.DBPA (Design for Bushfire Prone Areas) 
Ecologist / Bushfire Planner  




